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ANDREA MITCHELL — TRIBUTE 

Statement 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [9.45 pm]: One of the great 
tragedies of COVID-19 is that families and friends have not been able to attend the funerals of their loved ones. 
On 4 April 2020 the world lost a genuinely wonderful woman. Her name was Andrea Mitchell. This is part of the 
eulogy that I delivered at her funeral which was, unfortunately, attended by only 10 people. In normal circumstances 
hundreds would have taken the opportunity to say goodbye to this magnificent woman. 

Today we farewell a genuinely beautiful person, Andrea. That name is all that is required; her name immediately 
elicits a feeling of warmth for everyone who knew her, regardless of the forum, be it tennis, politics, Telethon, Meath 
or the multitude of other organisations with which she was associated, or with her wonderful family or her friends. 
The simple name, Andrea, is a positive affirmation of all that she represents—warmth, sincerity, compassion; 
a serene and dignified woman. 

Tennis played a vital role in Andrea’s life; her name is synonymous with the game—not just here in Western Australia, 
and not just nationally, but globally. For example, over the past few days I have received messages of sympathy for 
Andrea’s family from the senior management levels of Tennis Australia, Wimbledon and the International Tennis 
Federation. Add to this the literally hundreds upon hundreds of messages from her tennis family at Tennis West, 
and throughout Western Australia. Andrea was, without a doubt, tennis royalty. 

Her tennis CV is unparalleled in terms of its quality. Andrea was intensely involved in club tennis for decades prior 
to being elected as the first woman president of Tennis West in 1996—a position she executed with distinction for 
12 years. In addition, she was a long-term director of the Hopman Cup and Tennis Australia, from 1997 to 2007. Her 
service to tennis has been justifiably acknowledged; in 2001 she was awarded an Australian Sports Medal, and in 
2013 she was made a life member of Tennis West. 

Of course, the awards and achievements are impressive and justifiably worthy of accolade. However, they hide 
the fundamental essence of goodwill that exists for Andrea throughout the tennis community—the human element. 
Without a doubt she was held in extraordinarily high esteem by everyone—for her professional qualities, her 
meticulous attention to detail, and her decision-making capacity, which captured both pragmatism and altruism; 
but also, because she was Andrea. As with everything in her life, her innate character was her greatest strength. 
Although the tennis community will mourn the loss of one of its most valued family members, the unanimous 
consensus will undoubtedly be a deep feeling of gratitude to Andrea for all that she contributed to the sport and 
for all that she represented. 
I turn now to her political career. On her own admission, Andrea would probably admit that politics was not overtly 
in her DNA. Although I can probably claim credit for planting the original political seed with Andrea, it would 
never have happened without, once again, her unique character. She was ideally equipped to be an effective and 
polished member of Parliament. Given the versatility of her life skills, she was perfectly suited to progressing to 
a successful career in the house on the hill. She was intelligent and articulate, while at the same time, intensely driven 
and assertive—a magnificent combination. However, Andrea had an additional admirable trait that she brought to 
the table: compassion. It did not matter who the person was or what the situation was; Andrea genuinely had the 
concerns of the individual in mind when making a decision. 
She took the bold step of putting her hand up for preselection for the Liberal Party for the seat of Kingsley in the 
2008 election. The self-discipline and commitment that she had previously exhibited in her professional life was 
exposed to all during that campaign. She won the seat from the incumbent Labor member comfortably, capturing 
54 per cent of the two-party preferred vote. Of course, the Liberal brand contributed to that impressive win. However, 
in an increasingly volatile political environment, the voting public will not blindly follow a particular party out of 
loyalty. With the advent of social media and 24-hour information access, the quality of the candidate will ultimately 
determine the success or otherwise of an election. 
The constituents of Kingsley embraced Andrea as their local member with legitimate enthusiasm. They knew that 
their new member would perform the role in the manner in which they expected—with genuine concern for their 
welfare. Having presided over numerous campaigns over many years, chairing Andrea’s campaign was absolutely 
seamless. She was an ideal candidate, once again, because she was Andrea. Andrea showed typical resolve and 
professionalism to her political duties over the next four years. Her work ethic was second to none. In her cherished 
seat of Kingsley, she literally went to the “opening of an envelope”. Andrea was on a mission to make Kingsley 
her own! She went to every school assembly; every Lions Club meeting, Rotary Club meeting, Probus Club meeting, 
mothers’ club meeting, fathers’ club meeting; every retirement home happy hour; every tennis club, football club, 
cricket club opening and presentation; and so on. Whenever something was happening in Kingsley, the one certainty 
was that Andrea would be there. 
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She received reward for her efforts after her first term as the member for Kingsley, gaining an 11 per cent swing 
to the Liberal Party at the 2013 election for a 65 per cent two-party preferred vote. She was delighted with that result; 
delighted that the constituents had provided such an overwhelming endorsement of her role, and yet sufficiently 
humble to appreciate that this support required further consolidation. Suffice to say, Andrea did not become remotely 
complacent in her second term in office. She maintained her commitment to her role while also developing increasing 
respect from her colleagues for her performance in Parliament. 
She was elevated to the position of Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Mental Health and Child Protection 
in 2013, a role that she enthusiastically embraced. Following a reshuffle in 2016, she was promoted to cabinet as 
minister for these portfolio areas. As with everything that transcended her life, Andrea had reached it to the top. 
What a woman! 
Unfortunately, her tenure in the ministerial role was cut short when the Liberal Party lost the 2017 election. This 
was not the most disappointing thing for Andrea; the thing that absolutely devastated her was losing the seat of 
Kingsley. While the margin of loss was extremely small, it was still a loss and Andrea felt that it represented a lack 
of faith in her from the voting public—the same public that she had devoted her life to representing for almost 
nine years. The reality of the situation, of course, was that Andrea was caught in an overall statewide swing against 
the government. However, that was little comfort; she did take it personally. However, in typical resilient fashion, 
she recovered quite rapidly from the loss. She was determined to access further challenges. Andrea had an exceptional 
political career. For someone with very little prior experience in politics, she left an indelible mark. She had an 
extraordinary work ethic and as a local member and minister, she had the capacity to capture the fundamental 
human element in everything she did. 
As previously mentioned, the outpouring of grief from across the political spectrum following her passing is, once 
again, testament to her character and the esteem in which she was held. Of course, Andrea’s life was going to take 
another direction very shortly after that election loss; she had a new challenge to confront, and that was her health. 
I am in awe at the manner in which Andrea dealt with this new, cruel card that she was dealt. She was insistent that 
only her closest and dearest knew the magnitude of the situation—right to the end. She was determined to fight with 
every breath in her body. With each new obstacle came a new level of resolve. Her stoic bravery was something 
to behold. She so desperately wanted to fully recover, to revert to her old life when she was in complete control, 
a fulfilling and relatively uncomplicated life, to spend time with her treasured family and friends and Gracie, to 
travel, to entertain—to live. 
She lost her final battle on Saturday, 4 April; she fought and she fought and she fought until her big, beautiful heart 
could fight no more. She is now at peace with her God. 

Personally, I am lost without Andrea; she has been my soulmate for almost two decades. We shared so much in 
common: not only our passion for tennis and the Liberal Party, but pretty much everything. We shared magnificent 
political victories and devastating losses. We shared extraordinary triumphs and devastating losses with the 
mighty West Perth Falcons and the Eagles. We shared countless matches and endless South Yarra meals at the 
Australian Open. We shared endless dinners at the Subi and Squire’s Loft. We shared chardonnay and champagne 
and pizza and chutneys. We saw in countless new years together. We shared the constant escapades of our respective 
“daughters” Rosie Beryl and Gracie. But more valuable than anything—we shared with each other. We spoke or were 
with each other almost every night for years. Andrea was by my side when I faced adversity as a minister and vice versa. 
She was by my side when I lost my wonderful dad and vice versa. Over recent years, I was by her side each and every 
time she confronted a new health challenge and I was in awe at her stoic courage and determination. We knew that 
no matter what we achieved as individuals, no matter what challenges we confronted, we had each other’s back. We 
enthusiastically, unconditionally, had each other’s love and support. We were, and always will be, soul mates. 

We all create a tapestry in our lives. Andrea’s tapestry was magnificent—a rich collection of achievement through 
teaching, sports administration, tennis, politics, family and friends—all interwoven through a common thread, 
Andrea. I genuinely feel that the world is diminished with the passing of Andrea—her innate determination to be 
the best she could possibly be, her motivation through altruism as opposed to personal gain, her unreserved tolerance 
at the conventional and, equally, the unconventional, her tender, compassionate and genuine regard for everyone 
within her world and beyond, and her unconditional loyalty for family and friends. Yes, Andrea was all these things 
and much, much more. As a daughter, a sister, an auntie or a friend, for all that that represents, Andrea was simply 
exceptional. I know that I speak for everyone when I say that we are all a little melancholy today, so sad that our 
exceptional Andrea has passed on and yet so grateful that we have had the privilege of having had her in our lives. 
Rest in peace, my beautiful Andrea. 

Statement 
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HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [9.55 pm]: Some speeches are far more difficult to deliver than 
others, and I certainly will not be delivering this one while looking at my good friend Hon Peter Collier. I commend 
him for the speech he has just delivered. 

Indeed, I recall very vividly the funeral of Hon Andrea Mitchell, which I had the opportunity to view online. I have 
never participated in a funeral online before; this was the first time. Of course, this was because of the COVID-19 
restrictions and the strange year that all of us have had to experience across the globe. 

I was pleased to see that, last week, members of the other place had the opportunity to deliver their condolence 
speeches, and I had the opportunity earlier today to re-read those remarks. I encourage members who did not know 
Hon Andrea Mitchell to look at those speeches. They absolutely reflect the character of our friend. 

This evening I just want to reflect on a few experiences I had with Andrea and perhaps some of the lighter experiences 
I had with her. I did not know the honourable member until I was sworn into this place and was asked to serve on 
the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People. Andrea was the chair of the 
committee and I was the other Liberal member on this four-person committee. We had very good experiences across 
the four years together on the committee, but one particular occasion still sits with me very clearly, and that was 
a trip that the committee took to the Kimberley and, in particular, to the remote communities of Lombadina and 
Djarindjin. We had to travel an interesting road to get there, and it was Andrea’s responsibility as the chair of the 
committee to take us in this four-wheel drive. I remember it distinctly, because most of the time we were travelling 
at a very slow speed and there was a great amount of vibration. I am sure that members such as Hon Robin Chapple 
who have spoken about some of these roads over the years will have a clear recollection of the type of road I am 
speaking of. 

It was indeed a great honour for me in our following term of Parliament when the then Premier asked me to serve 
as Andrea’s parliamentary secretary. Of course, at the time she was the Minister for Child Protection; Mental Health. 
We do not really get a say in these things, but if I were to choose a minister to serve as parliamentary secretary, 
it would have been Andrea, because of not only the portfolios she was handling, but also the friendship we had 
developed over the years. Indeed, I recall over the years on many an occasion watching numerous tennis matches 
together, and I thank her for that opportunity and her fond love of tennis. I cherish the memory of our fallen friend 
and I express my condolences to all of Andrea’s family.  

Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.59 pm]: There is 
nothing that I can usefully add to what has been said by Hon Peter Collier, Hon Nick Goiran and those in the other 
place who have spoken about the passing of our friend and colleague Andrea Mitchell, other than to say that I wish 
to express my sorrow at her passing and my gratitude for having had the opportunity to know her and to work 
with her. She was someone of humour, compassion and enormous humanity. She was a warm-hearted and gentle 
but courageous and determined soul. She was a committed member of the party, a fiercely loyal friend to those 
who had the opportunity to know her, and a dedicated and immensely competent minister who, unfortunately, did 
not have the time to achieve the goals which she had set and to which she was working. I am the richer for having 
known her, and I believe that the Liberal Party, her community and the Parliament are better for having had her 
presence. Rest in peace. 

Statement 
HON ALISON XAMON (North Metropolitan) [10.01 pm]: I rise on behalf of not only the Greens, but also 
myself to pay my condolences to the friends and family of the honourable Andrea Mitchell. I want to make a few 
comments about her and my experiences with her. Andrea Mitchell was elected to the thirty-eighth Parliament in 
2008, at the same time as I was elected. I did not really know her that well during the thirty-eighth Parliament. We 
would bump into each other occasionally in the members’ bar and exchange pleasantries, but I did not know her 
terribly well. However, I did get to know Andrea quite well much later on when she became Minister for Mental 
Health. At that time, I was the president of the Western Australian Association for Mental Health, I was the co-lead 
for the Mental Health Network for the Department of Health and I was also serving on the Ministerial Council for 
Suicide Prevention, which of course gave advice directly to the Minister for Mental Health. In those roles, I met 
with Andrea often and we would have many discussions about what was happening in mental health within both the 
community mental health sector and the department more broadly, and, of course, I would give advice on issues 
around suicide prevention. 
I found Andrea to be very generous with her time, very keen to listen and very kind as a minister. My abiding memory 
is how keen she was to do a good job. I dealt with her a fair bit when she was the parliamentary secretary, so by 
the time she became the minister, we had already got to know each other reasonably well. She was very committed 
to doing the very best possible job she could. It was to her credit that she made a point of seeking out advice from 
as many people as she could to ensure that she was best able to be across her brief. 
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I recognise that it is an enormous loss. She was relatively young—certainly too young to pass at the age that she 
did. I am very sad for her friends, who I know loved her dearly and have felt acutely the pain of her loss, and I know 
how difficult the circumstances were, as people were not able to attend her funeral. To her family, I say that she was 
a wonderful woman, I respected her a lot, I liked her a lot, she was a good person and we pass on our condolences. 

Statement 
HON COLIN HOLT (South West) [10.04 pm]: On behalf of myself and my Parliamentary National Party colleagues, 
I would like to also recognise the passing of the honourable Andrea Mitchell and give our heartfelt sympathy and 
condolences to her family and friends, not least her great mate Hon Peter Collier. Andrea was a sincere, warm and 
lovely person. In my opinion, she brought those same values to both the cabinet table and the Parliament. She has 
left this place richer for her involvement and she has left part of her culture to this place. There should be more 
Andrea Mitchells in Parliament to reflect those exact same values; obviously, the same values that she grew up 
with. Andrea was a true representative of the electorate that she was elected to represent. I always found her 
committed, concerned and diligent in the work that she did, especially as a minister and a parliamentary secretary. 
She was in politics to do the right thing for her community and for all the people she represented as a minister. She 
will be greatly missed, especially by those who knew her so well and spent so much time with her. I am sure that 
she was a great companion in life to all those people who spent a length of time with her. 

Statement 
HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [10.05 pm]: I want to join in the remarks 
about the honourable Andrea Mitchell and express my condolences, and those on behalf of the Labor Party in the 
Legislative Council, to those who are experiencing her loss. The honourable member came into Parliament after 
I did, so I never had the opportunity to serve with her on any joint committees. I did not have the opportunity to 
get to know her particularly well. I think the mark of a person in this place is whether they know you or not. I guess 
some people deign to exchange pleasantries and other people are genuinely pleasant when they see you in the bar 
or walking along the corridors—Andrea was always that. There are others, particularly when they become ministers, 
who are just so busy—I do understand what it is like—that they are completely focused on what they have to do 
and do not have the time to acknowledge other people around them. My observation of Andrea Mitchell was that 
she always took the time to be pleasant and to be a human and acknowledge that we are all humans together. 
I know that about her from my limited dealings with her. 
Loss is difficult whenever it happens. I know for the young people around the place today, saying that someone 
was 64 would seem pretty old, but for someone who is 58, it is actually very young! Andrea was taken far too soon. 
Based on what we have heard tonight, although a chapter had ended for Andrea in her immediate parliamentary career, 
I am sure there were plenty of other opportunities that she was pursuing. From what we have heard, I know she would 
have continued to make a contribution to the wider WA community. On behalf of the Labor Party, I add our condolences. 

Statement by President 
THE PRESIDENT (Hon Kate Doust) [10.07 pm]: Members, I also add my condolences to the family, friends 
and colleagues of Andrea Mitchell. I know that she will be very sorely missed. She was always a very pleasant person 
to engage with. 
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